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... tradiéni bednafstvi
... traditional cooperage

osef Hriiza se femesinému oboru bednaf vyutil jako jeden z poslednich absolventdi utebniho oboru

bedndr, ktery na podnikovém ugilisti zfizoval Plzerisky Prazdroj. Po vyuceni nastoupil jako bednaf
do pivovaru, kterému zlistal vérny po cely svij Zivot. V bednafské dilné se jeho dalsimu Skoleni vénoval
predevsim starsi zkuseny mistr Rudolf Stépan, pod jeho? vedenim se nautil nejen vyrébét nové lezacke
a transportni sudy a spilecni kade, ale téZ udrZovat a opravovat ty stévajici. Po fadu desetileti byla
bednéfskd parta z Plzefiského Prazdroje jednou z méla, kterd tyto préce provédéla nejen pro domaci,
ale celou fadu dalsich pivovard v CR. Zména technologie vyroby, skladovni a transportu piva, kierd se
v Prazdroji prosadila v 90. letech 20. stoleti, méla pro bednafe témeéf devastujici nasledky. Nové sudy se
nevyrabély a bednafi se vénovali pouze Gdrzbé a posléze demontdZi starého zafizeni. Obrat nastal teprve
na potatku 21. stoleti v souvislosti s budovanim nové image a také sortimentu vyrobki pivovaru. V roce
2007 byla ustavena nova bednafsk dilna, v niZ se stal nominovany Josef Hriiza vedoucim mistrem,
a opét se zacalo s vyrobou leZackych sudd. Postupné doslo téZ na zauteni novych zaméstnancd, z nichz
nékolik jiz obdrZelo mistrovsky titul. V soutasné dobé mdzeme bednafe z Prazdroje potkat na fadé pre-
zentatnich akef doma i v zahraniti.

osef Hrliza learned the cooper’s craft as one of the last trainees at the Plzerisky Prazdroj enterprise.
\JAher he had completed his training, he started working as a cooper in the brewery in which he
has spent all his professional life. At the cooper's workshop, he was trained especially by Rudolf Sté-
pén, an older experienced Master, under whose leadership Hriiza learned to make new barrels for beer
lager, transport barrels, and tubs for fermenting rooms and to maintain and repair the existing ones. For
many decades, the cooper's work team from Plzefisky Prazdroj was one of those few groups, which
did such works not only for their home brewery, but also for many others within the Czech Republic.
The changes in production technology, storing and

‘; ; '_‘}_ transport of beer, which were pushed through in
: Plzefisky Prazdroj in the 1990s, resulted in nearly

“‘ devastating consequences for the coopers. The new
barrels were not made anymore and the coopers
just maintained and dismantled the old equipment.

The turn came as late as at the outset of the 21st

century in connection with new image and new
4 products of the brewery. In 2007, a new cooper's
workshop was built, at which Josef Hriiza became
@,/ the leading foreman, and the production of barrels
p : for beer lager started again. Gradually, new emplo-
yees were trained, and some of them achieved the
e Master degree.
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